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Turkey established two civilian-led Provincial
Reconstruction Teams (PRTs) in Wardak and
Jawzjan, and opened a branch of the Turkish
International Cooperation Agency in Kabul,
from which it runs a number of humanitarian
assistance and economic  development
projects.

Turkey stations over 1,700 U.S. military per-
sonnel under the U.S.-Turkey Defense and
Economic Cooperation Agreement. Incirlik Air
Base, which houses about 1,500 U.S. military
personnel, is a transit point for 68% of air
logistical support for Iraqg and Afghanistan.
Each year, an average of 2,000 American C—
17 aircraft and an average of 1,460 KC-135
refueling tankers fly through the Turkish air
base. Turkey’s support is not limited to access
of its air bases; its Mersin port on the Medi-
terranean is part of the U.S.’s supply network
to Afghanistan.

In a time when several Muslim majority
countries are undergoing upheaval, Turkey
provides an ideal model to its neighbors. It is
a secular, modern, Muslim majority state that
is a significant NATO ally. In its domestic af-
fairs, Turkey is again a model for its neigh-
bors. According to the State Department’s
13th Annual Report on Religious Freedom,

During the reporting period, the [Turkish]
government took steps to improve religious
freedom. Notably the government permitted
religious services to be held annually in his-
toric Christian sites that had been turned
into state museums after decades of disuse.

As a friend of Turkey, the United States
ought to continue to recognize Turkey’s initia-
tives on religious freedom and encourage Tur-
key to continue its progress. This is what allies
do.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE TAMPA BAY ESTU-
ARY PROGRAM

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 14, 2011

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the 20th Anniversary of the
Tampa Bay Estuary Program, which has been
a key factor in restoring and improving the ec-
ological health of Tampa Bay. Designated by
Congress as an ‘estuary of national signifi-
cance’ under the National Estuary Program in
1990, the Tampa Bay Estuary program is one
of only 28 programs in the United States and
four in Florida.

Unique environments that are found where
rivers meet the sea, estuaries are vital compo-
nents to the world’s ecosystem. Estuaries im-
prove water quality by filtering pollutants, act
as buffers to protect shorelines from erosion
and flooding, serve as nursery grounds for the
majority of commercial and recreational fish
and shellfish consumed by Americans, and
provide essential food and habitat for birds,
fish and other wildlife.

Created by Congress in 1987, the National
Estuary Program works to identify and restore
nationally significant estuaries that are threat-
ened by pollution. Through an amendment to
an appropriations bill, we worked quickly to
ensure that Tampa Bay was included as one
of the first estuary programs, recognizing its
importance to the ecosystem of Florida and
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Pinellas County. Since then, the Tampa Bay
Estuary Program has operated as a partner-
ship of thousands of volunteers, elected offi-
cials, resource managers and commercial and
recreational resource users who work together
to restore and improve the ecological health of
Tampa Bay.

The program has made significant progress
in improving Tampa Bay during the last two
decades. Important achievements over the
years include the recovery of more than 6,000
acres of life-sustaining sea grasses, the res-
toration of more than 5,000 acres of coastal
habitats, and improved water quality and clar-
ity to levels not seen since the 1950s. The
Tampa Bay National Estuary Program has
done a tremendous job in cleaning, preserving
and maintaining the health and vitality of
Tampa Bay and today this estuary is not only
a precious natural habitat for many species of
fish, birds and flora, but also a beautiful play-
ground for swimmers, boaters and general ad-
mirers.

Mr. Speaker, it has been an honor to have
been a partner in this incredible successful
partnership that has made an invaluable con-
tribution to restoring this unique Florida eco-
system. The hard work and dedication of the
staff and their community partners ensures
that the Tampa Bay Estuary Program will con-
tinue to build upon their success in the future.
Please join me in congratulating all those who
have been a part of the Tampa Bay Estuary
Program for a job well done over these past
20 years.

————

CONGRATULATING NATIONAL
GUARD ON 375TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. CHARLES F. BASS

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 14, 2011

Mr. BASS of New Hampshire. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to offer my heartfelt congratula-
tions to the National Guard in honor of its
375th anniversary and a particular thank you
to the men and women that serve in the New
Hampshire National Guard. The origins of the
New Hampshire National Guard can be traced
back to 1623 with a proud tradition of pro-
tecting the lives and property of Granite State
residents. New Hampshire Guardsmen have
always answered the call to serve our great
state and nation and since the terrorist attacks
of September 11th, more than 2,000 New
Hampshire Guardsmen have served overseas
as part of Operations Enduring Freedom, Iraqi
Freedom, and New Dawn. Collectively, the
New Hampshire Guardsmen have received
the highest honors our military bestows includ-
ing the Silver Star, Bronze Star, Army Com-
mendation Medals, Combat Infantry and Com-
bat Action Badges and Purple Hearts.

New Hampshire’s citizen soldiers and air-
men have served domestically as well by mo-
bilizing under Operation Noble Eagle, aiding
the victims of severe weather, and rescuing
lost hikers in the White Mountains. | am proud
to represent the brave men and women of
New Hampshire’s National Guard and look for-
ward to honoring them for their service in the
years to come.

December 14, 2011

IRAN, NORTH KOREA, AND SYRIA
NONPROLIFERATION REFORM
AND MODERNIZATION ACT OF
2011

SPEECH OF

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2011

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, North Korea
has nuclear weapons. Iran is developing nu-
clear weapons. Al-Qaeda wants to acquire nu-
clear weapons. The threat we face is very,
very real.

Sanctions are important to help prevent the
spread of nuclear weapons, but they are not
enough. America must lead by example.

The U.S. recently signed the New START
treaty, requiring reductions to our nuclear ar-
senal. Yet, we still plan to spend hundreds of
billions of dollars on new nuclear weapons
and related programs over the next decade.

Why do we allow this wasteful spending to
continue? Because some Republicans in this
Chamber treat the nuclear weapons budget as
a sacred cow, never to be questioned or scru-
tinized. This is ridiculous.

Wasteful nuclear weapons spending actually
harms national security. It sends the message
to Iran, North Korea, and Syria that while we
don’t want you to have these weapons, we are
not willing to make cuts ourselves. This is the
wrong message to send.

You cannot argue temperance from a
barstool.

The central deal in the Nuclear Nonprolifera-
tion Treaty was that the non-weapons states
agreed to forgo the right to get the bomb. The
weapons states in return, agreed to negotiate
measures leading to disarmament.

That should be our goal, and we can take
an important step in this direction by reducing
unnecessary nuclear weapons spending.

———

IRAN THREAT REDUCTION ACT OF
2011

SPEECH OF

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2011

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, this state-
ment is submitted as an extension of my re-
marks on the House floor, December 13,
2011, discussing H.R. 1905, the Iran Threat
Reduction Act of 2011:

| thank my friend from California, the Rank-
ing Member of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee, for discussing Section 601(c) of
the Iran Threat Reduction Act of 2011 with
me.

Despite his helpful words, | still have strong
reservations about language used in this legis-
lation.

Specifically with the language in Section
601(c) of this bill, which states that:

‘“‘No person employed with the TUnited
States Government may contact in an offi-
cial or unofficial capacity any person that is
an agent, instrumentality, or official of, is
affiliated with, or is serving as a representa-
tive of the Government of Iran; and presents
a threat to the United States or is affiliated
with terrorist organizations.”’
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